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BSR INTERREG III B Activity Report
Dear Lead Partner, 

Please take notice of the following when filling in the activity report:  

1. Please do not change or delete the structure, page/section breaks or prefilled texts of the reporting form.

2. Please follow the instructions given in the turquoise fields or in cursive in the white fields. Please delete the cursive advise in brackets on the white fields before filling them in. 

3. Please try to keep the descriptions clear and short. When appropriate, prefer bullet points and/or numbers to whole sentences. 

4. We have developed a list of output indicators to help the monitoring of the outputs produced in the projects. In case you have named and quantified any output indicators in the project plan, please list and quantify the fulfilled ones in the WP reports. Please find an indicative list of output indicators on the next page.

5. The projects that originally have candidate countries as partners should still report the activities carried out in these countries in the table reserved for them (projects of the 1st – 4th rounds) with the exception of the upgraded partners of the 4th round projects. From the 5th round onwards the activities carried out in the New Member States are reported together with other EU Member States.

6. Please submit the “Summary description of the project” and “Achievements of the project so far” for the BSR INTERREG III B website also in case this was done in the previous reports as the current report will replace these two tables in our database.

7. This progress report is the final report to some of the projects. In this case we have attached two separate annexes to the final activity report for the project to fill in. The Annex A is common for all ending projects and the Annex A.1.1, A1.2 etc. is measure specific. Please submit the annexes together with the final progress report both in digital and paper version.

Further information is available on www.bsrinterreg.net in the section "How to implement". Please read carefully also the corresponding chapters of the Programme Manual.

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact Eeva Rantama at the BSR Interreg III B Joint Secretariat. 

Contact information: 

Bo Storrank

Project Manager

Tel: +49 381 45484 5276

bs@bsrinterreg.net 

Joanna Przedrzymirska

Project Manager

Tel: +49 381 45484 5291

jp@bsrinterreg.net

Vineta Griekere

Project Manager

Tel +371 7357373

vg@bsrinterreg.net

Output indicators 
1. Number of common spatial development visions

2. Number of concrete development concepts and strategies

3. Number of land-use and building plans based on transnational strategies

4. Number of technical concepts and feasibility studies

5. Number of economic expertise and business plans

6. Number of cases where environmental impact assessment has been used

7. Number of cases where territorial impact assessment has been used

8. Number of promotion and marketing strategies

9. Number of guidelines, manuals

10. Number of learning programmes

11. Number of training courses and number of trainees

12. Number of small-scale infrastructure investments and their amount

13. Number of all persons involved directly in project events

14. Number of information releases describing project results

· Websites

· Brochures

· TV and radio broadcasts, movie clips

· Presentations and lectures

	Project name:
	Sustainable Development in the Mid Nordic Region

	Reporting period:
	01.01.2006 - 30.06.2006
	Number of the report:
	4


	Summary description of the project

Please provide a brief overall summary of the project to be published on BSR INTERREG III B webpage.  

 (maximum 2500 characters)

	 County Councils from Norway, Sweden and Finland being the members of the 25 year old Mid Nordic Committee (MNC)-covering the Mid Nordic Region (MNR)-are facing great challenges such as an ongoing decrease of the population and a tendency towards centralization of the whole society. The cities in the MNR have difficulties in balancing the increasing impact from the big cities. The population density is low compared to the central and southern parts of the three countries, and extremely low compared to that of the other EU countries. Subsequently there are grave consequences with high costs for public and private service, for the transport of people and goods and for small business to get access to the commercial markets. Traditional industry and farming do not create new jobs like they used to. The low population density does not favour the creation of new business. Communications tend to follow a north-south axis, aiming at the capitals. All this will lay the basis of a common agenda. 

The MNR has a several thousand-year-old cultural tradition of communicating along an east-west axis. In addition there is a rich cultural heritage. Also MNR holds great natural resources. The living conditions are of highest quality with access to great nature and a rich culture. One way of balancing the negative trends is to develop the advantages and make them more visible, both for the inhabitants in MNR and for the people in the BSR and EU. With a stronger identity and a higher self-esteem, MNR can more actively take part in the challenges for the northern part of EU as well as the efforts to promote sustainable development. The MNR attractive force must be increased, which can also be done by developing a joint strategy in a MNR common perspective, applying the intersectoral comprehensive view that characterizes "spatial development". 

The top goal of the project is to develop and market the MNR potential, based on natural resources and environmental qualities. The type of measures, being based on the earlier analyses of MNR's strengths and weak points, will be 1) strengthening the transnational co-operation within MNR, politically and
through co-operation between regional centres, universities and science parks 2) strengthening the knowledge and the ability to compete within the environmental sphere 3) develop MNR's natural resources for sustainable energy production 4) engage young people to improve the conditions for future development 5) use culture to strengthen the identity.
Together these activities will contribute to a sustainable development thus also strengthening BSR and EU.
Transports being important will be developed in co-operation with the ongoing I IIIB project NECL.

Homepage:  www.promidnord.net



	Achievements of the project so far

Please describe the main achievements of the project so far to be published on BSR INTERREG III B webpage. 

 (maximum 1500 characters)

	WP1

Seven workshops about MNRSTRAT have been held and MNK had a political seminar in march 06 about MNR/MNK role as a macro region in Europe. The SÖT strategy draft is now ready and final political discussions about the draft are now taking place. URBNET has produced a document describing common strategic areas for cooperation. 
WP 2 

Environmental and energy know-how database was published in February on the web site: http://enviro.mittnorden.net/en/. Draft report of comparing the state of environment and progress in sustainability in the county capitals of Mid Nordic Region is presented.

WP3

 A number of seminars about energy balance, energy awareness, bio fuels in transportation, district heating are introduced in the regions and a database with indicators for sustainable transports are produced.

WP4

 The main activity has been the planning and preparing the conference of environmental challenges for youngsters in the Mid Nordic Region. The school class exchanges continues.

WP5 

The preparation of the Mid Nordic Days 2006-07 is intense and the Nordic Green Theatre was held in May. The conference “Graphic design in focus” took place in the winter with aprox.150 participants



	

	

	


	Are there any changes on the general project conditions/project set-up?

(e.g. partnership, key persons, schedules …) 

	WP 5 has a new leader: Clas Rönning (Clas Rønning Clas.Ronning@ntfk.no)
Nord -Trøndelag fylkeskommune

Fylkets Hus

7735 Steinkjer

Tlf + 47 74 11 11 54 / + 47 924 40 624

Fax + 47 74 11 12 00




	Please describe the main co-ordination activities that have taken place during the reporting period.

(e.g. partnership contracts, organisational arrangements, meetings…)

	During this milestone a lot of effort has been put in the reallocation of the budget, actions in order to secure MNRSTRAT, the planning of the Mid Nordic Days 2006-07 and contacts with the Wp leaders and financial partners.


	Title of WP1
	Strengthening the MNR as a macro region and introducing joint Spatital Development as a method
	

	Strategic focus of WP1
	To make the MNR an eco-sustainable, effective and competitive region that can appear in an European and BSR context as an strong actor.
	MILE-STONE

	Planned results of WP1
	Strengthening the political level. Joint strategy to develop a macro region. Establishing a city network URBNET. Common development work between MNR-cities Sundsvall, Östersund, Trondheim. An ongoing learning process of macro-region co-operation.
	4


	Planned activities and outputs
	Main activities that have taken place during the reporting period
	Outputs produced during the reporting period and related output indicators

	EB-meeting SP1, 2 and 3: Presentation of MNRSTRAT at a seminar with parallel workshops covering different development areas in co-operation with other WPs. Final preparation of MNRSTRAT. SP2: Seminar on political transnational engagement in MNR as a macroregion. SP4: Carried through and having documented a seminar where the working teams have had a deeper discussion about the proposal on SÖT-strategy that is referred for consideration. SP5: Seminar on the marketing of subregions and cities. Preparation of a marketing strategy and the production of marketing material for MNR and URBNET
	SP1 MNR STRATEGY: For the work with the strategy draft there is a political Steering group and a working-group. These groups have met all together at 7 times during M4 and discussed the strategy draft. A consultant is hired and will deliver at 15th of August. A final draft will be presented at the MNK:s meeting in October 2006.The draft is published at www.promidnord.net/projektpromidnord/promidnord/aktiviteter/makroregionsot  

SP2 INSTITUTION BUILDING:  A workshop was held at the MNK: s meeting in March, and 3 different scenarios were discussed and examples of institution building were presented. The scenarios was different examples on how the MNK: s role and the organization, as a macro region in Europe, dramatically could change into more influence and capability, if the MNK was willing to be a strong actor with a proactive approach regarding future development in the macrore-gion Mittnorden. However, the result of the workshop indicates that the political process need further inputs and discussions in order to change the role of MNK/MNR into an strong actor in an European and BSR context. 
SP3 URBNET: URBNET has produced a document describing common strategic areas for cooperation. The cities in Finland are interested in a discussion how to develop the city-cooperation (URBNET) within Mittnorden. A proposal for discussion is under production (and a meeting with all cities (including Sundsvall-Östersund-Trondheim) is planned to take place autumn 2006.    

 SP4 SÖT:  SÖT-meeting in Sundsvall, Östanskär 1-2 Feb, carried out guidelines for goals and activities in SÖT-strategy. The headmaster of Mittuniversitetet (Mid Sweden University) visited the meeting and gave the political leaders of the three communities information about how Mittuniversitetet today are working together with University in Trondheim (NTNU) and how they prepare for future cooperation and the meeting discussed about how community and university can cooperate and support each other. Studentgroup presented their action-plan for cities as student cities. 

SÖT-meeting in Trondheim 10:th of May, discussion about, vision and further studies for actions. Decision to accept offert from E-tour in study how the communities together can support the creative class enjoyment and tourism as trade and business world.

Working groups met in Trondheim 10:th of May. Phone meetings and mail have been used frequently during the milestone.  

Conference in Trondheim, SÖT-strategy and the cities as student cities was presented and discussed 11:th of May.

SP5   MARKETING:

Marketing is dependent on the strategy and action plan. Preparatory work has been done so far by collecting data and plans from each region. The consultant will also bring more detailed information about each region and that material will be delivered 15th of August 2006. We have discussed in both working group and the political steering group the strength and competence of Mittnorden. For example Mittnorden is well established as a “sustainable green region” (bio fuel, energy and environment) and we try to identify “the special/high/top competence” in each region that could be of interest for all other regions in Europe and in the world. Bio fuel is an example of such a high competence of worldwide interest.  

The marketing proposal will be built on that information, together with the strategy and action plan. When we know what we want to do we will also know the ones we should market ourselves to.  Wp1 is involved in the planning of the Mid Nordic Days 2006-07 together with WP5.

    
	SÖT ledning 1-2 feb 2006, 

 (1)Action plan for cities as student cities.

(2) Preliminary SÖT-strategy, considered by  SÖT-ledning in  Trondheim.

(3) Notes from meetings are enclosed. 

(4)Conference kunnskapssamfunnets framvekst Trondheim 11-12 maj. (Knowledge society growth) 120 registered participants.

 (5) The Sot- strategy, especially with focus on knowledge and competence, was discussed and considered. 

(6) In the strategy goals, activities and measures are suggested, The strategy got three focus in what communities are suggest​ed to cooperate and work for development:  infrastructure and commun​ications, trade and business world for enjoy​ment, tourism and creative class, knowledge and competence in the regions.  Goals and measures are suggested; the feasibility study has been used for the strategy. The strategy divides between goals, which communities can achieve by themselves, and goals, which can be achieved through alliances, cooperation and by influence.

Promidnord and SÖT has been presented in Sundsvall 4 times:

 a) samverkansforum, meeting with tourist organizations, tourist companies etc. 

b) cheefs in the municipality concern, 

c) kommunstyrelsens utvecklingsutskott d)kommunstyrelsekontorets utvecklingsav-delning. 

In Trondheim SÖT and Promidnord was presented at the conference.  


	Deviation from the planned activities and outputs as well as their reasons/justifications

	


	Title of WP2
	Eco-competitiveness
	

	Strategic focus of WP2
	Develop Mid Nordic Region as a pilot region of environmentally responsible business activities.
	MILE-STONE

	Planned results of WP2
	Increased cooperation and marketing between enterprises of environmental technology, increased eco- and energy-efficiency in tourism and industry, raised level of co-operation and post graduate and polytechnics education in organic food and farming.
	4


	Planned activities and outputs
	Main activities that have taken place during the reporting period
	Outputs produced during the reporting period and related output indicators

	SP1: Carry out actions which are in ENRES-agenda. SP2: Exchange of experience of eco- and energy-efficiency in tourist sites, preparing a workshop/seminar for tourist industry. SP3: Analysing eco-industrial park concept as a tool to get SMEs to co-operate in a field of energy an raw material efficiency and auditing systems. SP4: Piloting polytechnics student exchange. Preparing and marketing research school programme.
	SP1

Environmental and energy know-how database was published in February on the web site: http://enviro.mittnorden.net/en/
There has been following cooperation activities between Midnordic actors:

Material for Mid Nordic strategy work. Draft report of comparing the state of environment and progress in sustainability in the county capitals of Mid Nordic Region. (WP 1).

Study tour in Västernorrland visiting best practices examples of renewable energy use (WP 3). 

Planning of Environmental Camp for MidNordic youth at Rantasalmi, Etelä-Savo in August. Planning of the study tour of Finnish day care experts (environmental education) to Norway in September (WP 4).

First meeting between the Norwegian (Sintef) and Finnish (LUT Miikkeli unit, Miktech, YTI research Centre) - light materials and composites researchers. Contacts with Russian environmental experts.

Development work of Finnish version of less formal Environmental Management System called EcoStart for companies has been continued in a new project financed by Regional Council. Project manager is the chairman of the steering group. Marketing material has been produced and the first consultants have been selected.

MSc student of Jyväskylä University has made her Master´s thesis of the environmental attitudes of the employees in a company (Mikkelin Betoni Oy) where the EcoStart

EMS is built up.

SP 2

Eco- and energy efficiency workshop has been arranged - in January at Mikkeli, Finland for the technical personnel of four spas and in March in Åre, Sweden a joint seminar for actors involved into the eco-efficiency in tourism subproject and in the eco-industrial park subproject. Programm of the Åre seminar:

·  “More and better ecotourism with Natures Best” -Dan Jonasson, Ekoturismföreningen

· “Mountain sport resort with natural and cultural values” –Benny Paulsson

· “Preliminary results in AaltoAlvari spa” – Martti Veuro, Rejlers Oy

· “Preliminary results in Bräckebäckstjärnarna” – Håkan Lindroth, SWECO

· ”Ecoindustrial Park, Rantasalmi” –Timo Holmberg, Rejlers Oy

· “Ecoindustrial Park, Jämtland” –Ingrid Ahnlund Rode

At Rantakeidas spa in Mikkeli and AaltoAlvari spa in Jyväskylä 3-4 workshops of the EcoStart EMS have been arranged. At AaltoAlvari also a broad energy audit has been done and a report written. 

MSc student of Jyväskylä University has started her Master´s thesis with the theme Environmental attitudes of the employees and customers of the AaltoAlvari spa.

At Holiday Clup Spa in Åre the technical analysis to decrease the high energy consumption (low temperature of ventilation during winter time and low hot water capacity) has continued. With special improvements at the ventilation system) the problems will be solved and that the energy use will be reduced about 20 %.

At Bräckebäcktjärnarna in Åre Ski center  the project with making snow from water in ponds located at the mountain has experienced its second season.  By extracting water at a higher level, compared with the usual outtake in the lake below the slopes and mountain, the company that supplies the area with snow approximately saved 170 000 SEK in pure electricity reduce.  Then another 75 000 SEK was added by decrease in maintenance of water-pumps that earlier provided the snow guns up in the slopes with water. 

The pond used during this season (pond no. 3) could provide the system with 130 000 m3 water but the demand is greater and using the other ponds are already planned for. The smaller ponds, no. 1 and 2, could together provide for about 75 000 m3. The investments would this time also be much lower. Almost all the infrastructure is already there due to the first construction work and the approximated cost for the entire construction is about 700 000 SEK. The work with writing the detailed report of the project is started 

SP 3

A charter of foundation and collective environmental policy for the Rantasalmi eco-industrial park was signed in a seminar arranged in March at Rantasalmi. A management body of the first phase has been set up: an eco-industrial park committee that works under Real Estate Rantasalmen Silva Oy. 

EcoStart Environmental Management System has been conducted in each firm to find out the possibilities of improving the material and energy efficiency of the industrial area and individual enterprises. Many possibilities to improve efficiency in the park have already been observed. For example by setting up a materials exchange system most of the high quality wood wastes could be sold and used as materials. At Rantasalmi Oy and Sil-Kas Oy also energy audits has been done and reports written.

The eco-industrial park has attracted public sector involvement. The Regional environmental office has employed workers to conduct some environmental maintenance, and the municipality leads a survey of natural biodiversity in the area. 

At Pursiala industrial area in Mikkeli 15 companies were interviewed in order to find out their interest to establish an eco-industrial park. Only two of them didn’t have any interest to the project. Based on the results of the inventory The Pursiala Eco-Industrial Park project could base on four main topics:

- Ecologically produced energy and energy efficiency

- Protection of the ground water area

- Increasing the cooperation between companies

- Development of environmental responsible businesses

A Finnish and English publication and leaflet of eco-industrial parks have been published and broadly dispersed. Articles of Rantasalmi eco-industrial park for national and international journals have been prepared, also a scientific poster presentation for Gordon Research Conf. on Industrial Ecology in Oxford (August).

At Odenskog industrial area in Jämtland 40 of overall 250 companies are working with environmental issues on the basis of the VETA-model and 40 companies were certified through some kind of environmental management system.  The aim is to have 100 companies working with the VETA-model in 2007.

Examples of environmental achievements that has been made in Odenskog is:

· Building of an environmental friendly car-wash

· Extension of the district heating which reduced the use of heating oil.

· Lectures in eco-driving. 

The report of the ecoindustrial park-project is almost finished. 

SP 4

The planning of the PhD-courses continued among the project aims. It has continued planning the courses with responsible professors Juha Helenius, Kari Saikkonen and Satu Raussi. Study planners Ritva Mynttinen and Aija Taskinen have taken also part in these meetings partly. The course-planning was carried out with the close co-operation of EcoStudies-study programme. 

It has planned and built up a webpage for PhD-courses of Ruralia Institute during the fourth milestone. The web page for Doctoral Studies can bee found at the address http://www.mtkk.helsinki.fi/ecostudies/doctoral_studies.

It has planned, marketed and offered a PhD-course Assessing Animal Welfare (5 study credits) together with research school for animal welfare. The web page of the course can bee found at the address  http://www.mtkk.helsinki.fi/ecostudies/doctoral_assessing . The course was financed mainly by Finnish Academy.

It has been planned a preliminary course programme for the PhD-course Sustainable Nutrient Economy in Agro-Food Systems together with prof. Juha Helenius. The plan is to offer the course in October 2006. It has been made an application to Nordforsk to finance the course.

Contacts with actors in Nordic countries and the evaluation of PhD-course situation has continued. Nordic and Baltic networks has been used marketing the Assessing Animal Welfare- PhD-course to potential students.

It has prepared materials for two meetings of Nordic agro-ecological teachers of agricultural universities in NOVA-network. It has been taken part in three scientific organic congresses in Finland and in Danmark.

It was continued planning an organic crop production course after getting feedback from the Institute of Applied Biology of Helsinki University. The course is planned to offer in autumn 2006 as a part of completing courses of EcoStudies. The responsible teacher of the course is prof. Kari Saikkonen.


	Project cooperation meetings

20.01 Finnish partner meeting in Jyväskylä (10 p)

13.02.WP-leader meeting in Sjördal, Norway

14-15.02.ProMidNord-steering group in Stjördal, Norway

21.03.
MidNordic-strategy & MidNordic Green Week meeting in Arlanda - WP-leaders

30.03.
Environmental group meeting in Åre

03.04.
WP leader´s phone meeting (6 p)

19.04.
Phone meeting with Jyväskylä Science Park (4 p)

20.04.
MidNordic-strategy & MidNordic Green Week meeting in Arlanda - WP-leaders and 
strategy group (8 p)

03.05.
MidNordic-week planning meeting (4 p)

07.-08.06. Energy steering group meeting and excursion in Västernorrland (13 p) 

13.06.
WP leader´s phone meeting (7 p)

SP 1

Websites, database etc

General information of WP 2 activities
Environmental and energy Know How in MidNordic region (English, Finnish, Swedish):

http://enviro.mittnorden.net/fi/
Seminars, conferences etc

09.03 Finnish-Russian Corridor - project. Kick off seminar in St Petersburg - presentation of  environmental action plan of Finnish partners (25 p)

6-8.04.
12th International Sustainable Development Research Conference, Hong Kong. Timo J. Lehtonen ,Presentation in Session Environmental 
Management: EcoStart - A Finnish environmental management system for SMEs (20p)
Meetings 

09.01.EcoStart presentation in Häme Employment and Economic Development Center (5 participants), Lahti

EcoStart presentation in Pirkanmaa Employment and Economic Development Center( 20 participants), Tampere

09.02.
EcoStart presentation in Etelä-Pohjanmaa Employment and Economic Development Center (8 participants), Seinäjoki

10.02.
Pekka Turkki, Manager, YTI Research Centre, Mikkeli

20.02.
EcoStart-meeting in Motiva Oy, Helsinki (4 p)

21.02.
EcoStart steering group in Jyväskylä (6 p)

EcoStart steering group in Mikkeli (6 p)

24.02. EcoStart and Environmental Know How database presentation in Regional 
Environment Centre, Mikkeli(13 p)

27.02. 
Environmental cooperation meeting, YTI Reserch Centre + Miktech (4 p)

28.02.
ProMidNord-project presentation for Mikkeli Norden organization (6 p)

02.03.
Cooperation meeting according Sintef-visit - Lappeenranta University Mikkeli Unit, 
Mikkeli Univ. Consortium, YTI Research Centre, Mikkeli Polytechnic, Miktech (5 p)

07.03.
V. Heikkinen, Jyväskylä - home page program training

08.03. Meeting with representatives of Technology Centre of Keski-Pohjanmaa (Green Card EMS & EcoStart cooperation), Saarijärvi (5 p)

17.03.
Inspection of sub project EcoStudies, Ruralia institute, Mikkeli (4 p)

20.03.
Juhani Ilmola, Environmental manager & Kimmo Nekkula, Environmental Specialist, 
SOK, Development Department - EcoStart presentation

Tytti Laitinen, JSP, leader of Energy WP

23.03.
EcoStart & database presentation in the meeting of Pooli-company network (7 p)

23.03.Marita Savo, Environmental manager of Mikkeli City, possible cooperation actions in environmental education

11.04.
EcoStart-presentation in research seminar in Jyväskylä University (12 p)

26.04.
EcoStart steering group meeting, Mikkeli (11 p)

03.05.
EcoStart consultant selecting meeting in Jyväskylä (5 p)

30.05.
Environmental seminar planning meeting with Kuopio University (2 p)

13.06.
EcoStart steering group meeting, Mikkeli (7 p)

16.05.
SINTEF study visit preparation meeting (5 p)

20.-21.06. Study visit of Etelä-Savo material technology experts to SINTEF in Trondheim ( 4 Finnish participants, 7 Norwegian hosts)

27.06.
Vesa Sorasahi, Manager of Miktech; planning meeting of environmental seminar

30.06.
EcoStart consultant selecting (2. round) meeting in Mikkeli(3 p)

SP 2

Seminars, work shops 

18.01. Eco-efficiency in tourism, steering group meeting and work shop in Rantakeidas spa (14 p)

30.3.Eco-efficiency in tourism-seminar in Åre (25 p)

01.04.
Eco-efficiency in tourism lecture for Finnish participants in Åre work shop

SP 3

Reports, brochures, websites, media etc.

Eco-industrial parks. A background report for the eco-industrial park project at Rantasalmi. Laura Saikku, Research Institute for Social sciences. University of Tampere. Publications of Regional Council of Etelä-Savo 71:2006.37 p.

Ekoteollisuuspuistot. Taustaraportti Rantasalmen ekoteollisuuspuistohankkeelle. Laura Saikku, yhteiskuntatieteellinen tutkimuslaitos. Tampereen yliopisto. Etelä-Savon maakuntaliiton julkaisuja 70:2006. 37 p.

Rantasalmi eco-industrial park leaflet (Finnish and English version). Rantasalmi eco-industrial park poster (Finnish).

Web site : www.ekoteollisuuspuisto.fi
Press conferences 14.3. , 22.5 and 13.6.

There has been news of Rantasalmi eco-industrial park in following medias: newspapers in March- Itä-Savo, Warkauden lehti, Savon Sanomat, Rantasalmen lehti, SopuSavo, Turun Sanomat (net news); newspapers in May - Rantasalmen lehti, Itä-Savo, SopuSavo, Itä-Savo; regional radio in March and May; Magazines - Woodworking 4/2006, Ympäristö 1/2006, Kuntalehti 7.3. 2006 (net news), Jousi 20.3.2006.

News of Pursiala eco-industrial park in newspaper Länsi-Savo and regional radio in June

An article in magazine Ympäristö ja Terveys 1/2006: Saikku, L. & Lehtonen T. J. 2006. Ekoteollisuuspuistolla teollisuusalueen materiaali- ja energiavirrat hallintaan – esimerkkialue Rantasalmelle.

Seminars

14.-15.3.Eco-industrial park seminar in Rantasalmi (46 p)

Meetings

12.01.
Rantasalmi eco-industrial park meeting - dissemination plan and management model (5 participants), Mikkeli

17.01.
Pursiala eco-industrial park info for companies (18 participants), Mikkeli

09.02
Rantasalmi eco-industrial park committee meeting (8 p) 

21.02.
Eco-industrial park presentation in ESE OY, Mikkeli (7 p)

10.05
Rantasalmi eco-industrial park committee meeting (7 p)

17.05.
Pursiala eco-industrial park development plan meeting, Rejlers Oy (5 p)

13.06.
Pursiala eco-industrial park info for companies (14 p)

26.06.
Pursiala eco-industrial park development plan meeting, Rejlers Oy (5 p)

SP 4

EcoStudies web sites are found in address:

http://www.mtkk.helsinki.fi/ecostudies/doctoral_studies
Web sites of PhD-course Assessing Animal Welfare are found in address:

http://www.mtkk.helsinki.fi/ecostudies/doctoral_assessing
 Output indicators

4 different websites, agenda of network, interim reports of eco-efficiency in tourism. Report of eco-industrial park (in Finnish and English). 7 EcoStart-reports + 3 Energy audit reports. PhD-courses (two ready, one under planning). Different persons involved in project during MS 4 appr. 350.




	Deviation from the planned activities and outputs as well as their reasons/justifications

	


	Title of WP3
	Sustainable Energy Development
	

	Strategic focus of WP3
	Increase and Promote the use of RES & RUE while aiming at 100% fossil fuel free Region
	MILE-STONE

	Planned results of WP3
	1) Energy Agenda Declaration in Mid Nordic Region, 2) Regular Energy Awareness Actions in the Region, 3) Sustainable development in traffic and Awareness of Energy Performance for Buildings Directive(EPBD) in the Region.
	4


	Planned activities and outputs
	Main activities that have taken place during the reporting period
	Outputs produced during the reporting period and related output indicators

	EA is approved in the MidNordicRegion and the reporting of EA is under progress. The concrete activities are consentrated in the EAA- and STD- activities and the future workshop(s) are under preparation. Traffic actions are carried out in cooperation with SÖT-organisation. The following activities are up-to-date:

> EA: Mid Nordic EnergyAgenda approved

> EAA: Planning and arrangements of the 2nd round of EAA in the Region(s)

> SDT: Arranging a Workshop for interest groups and regional/local decision makers

> EPBD: Planning the workshop for actors in the sector

> SÖT: No-cars-in-the-city is carried out
	Central Finland:

· To draw up the reallocated budget for WP3 and communication with the financiers and partners

· To propose the content and priority areas of Mid Nordic Strategy (WP1) and to comment the draft version

· To begin the preparation of the energy balance for Central Finland (33 municipalities)

· To co-operate with the arrangements related to Mid Nordic Days in Jyväskylä (to plan the program)
· Meetings and phone meetings

· Steering group 14.-15.2. Trondheim

· WP3 8.3. Jyväskylä

· WP leaders 21.3. Stockholm

· WP leaders 20.4. Stockholm

· WP (Exhibition tour) 21.4. Jyväskylä

· WP3 7.-8.6. Västernorrland

· several phone meetings

· Other management activities: reporting, on-going contacts and communication with the WP3 partners and the co-ordinator 


	Central Finland:

· 1 Central Finland Energy Day

· 1 Biofuels in transportation –seminar

· 1 reallocated WP3 budget

· 3 WP meetings + phone meetings

· 2 WP3 meetings

· 1 progress report

Central Finland:

· 80 participators in Energy Day

· 110 participators in Biofuels in transportation –seminar



	
	Jämtland:

010 Presentation of energy balance for municipality boards in Jämtland County.

011 Eleven Energy Awareness actions with lectures from Jämtland County Energy Agency.

012 One SDT seminar.

013 Management activities: one WP3 meeting, reporting, on-going contacts and communication with the WP coordinator.

SÖT:
· Marratechmeeting* and education with SÖT and Vägverket 24/1 *(videoconference technic with webcamera and own computers)

· Changing Green Traffic experiences in SÖT, Vägverket and Vegvesende at meetings 2/3 and 26/4

· SÖT and Vägverket participated in WP3-meeting 7-8/6

· Planning and changing experience for In town without my car  (no-cars-in-the-city) 22/9 and European Mobility week 16-22/9  in Östersund and in Trondheim 

· Arranging and dissemination in ProMidNord of a seminary about renewable fuels 25/4 in Östersund

· Presentation of SÖT Green Traffic 
at a SÖT-WP1 seminary about education in Trondheim 11/5

· Management activities: meetings, reporting, on-going contacts and communication with the WP3coordinator, and planning for the remaining project time

· Database with indicators for sustainable transports are produced. The Green Traffic database contains of 44 different projects in Sweden, Norway and Finland mainly in the SÖT-communes. It contains of a short description of projects and actors in the Green Traffic Area and contact information. It will be published on www.promidnord.net

SÖT/SDT

· Produced a database with projects and actors in the sector

Västernorrland:

· Update of energy balances at regional and municipal level.

· Planning and arrangement of a workshop on district heating

· Planning and arrangement of one workshop, one seminar and three information activities on energy efficiency in enterprises

· Planning and arrangement of a seminar on energy efficiency in buildings

· Planning and arrangement of a course on energy efficient ventilation

· Planning and organization of two exhibitions and information activities on biopellets in heating

· Planning and arrangement of information on industrial hemp as energy crops

· Participation in project Ethic and Energy by the Härnösand Diocese

· Management activities: on-going contacts and communication with the WP coordinator and the members

· Planning, organization and arrangement of the half-yearly WP3- meeting combined with study tours in    Västernorrland.

· The progress report milestone 4 

Nord-Trøndelag and Sør-Trøndelag cc:

· Energy Awareness actions; coordination of work within the “Common action plan 2006 NT/ST cc” 

· Participation on “Bioenergy 2006” in Trondheim feb. 2006.

· Participation within the project “Biofuel production from forest resources”.

· Engagement of Trøndelag Science and Development; within the topic “Tecnology and resource need by production of biofuel from agriculture and forest”.


	SÖT: 

· 1 Marratch videoconference = combined meeting with education plus 2 other meetings in the SÖT-group

· 1 Progress report and 1 WP3 meeting
· 1 lecture in WASA 6/2 about experiences from Sustainable Development in Traffic-work in Östersund  

· 1 seminar about SDT 25/4

with 160 participants

· 1 presentation of SÖT Green Traffic on WP1 SÖT-seminary in Trondheim.

· 1 database with Green Traffic projects

____________________________________

Västernorrland:

· ( EA) Updated energy balances at regional and municipal level for 7 municipalities

· (EAA)  10 Energy Awareness actions

· (SDT)  1 approved proposal on SDT-actions, 2 video-meetings 

· (EPBD) 2 related actions concerning energy efficiency in buildings

__________________________________

Västernorrland:

· 170 persons involved in 2 workshops and 6 information activities to specific target groups (EAA)

· 1 500 public visitors on 2 exhibitions on biopellets heating (EAA)

· 1 initiative on a proposal on SDT actions,that is recently approved. (SDT)

· 2 video-meetings (SDT)

· 40 persons involved in 2 EPBD related actions, concerning energy efficiency in buildings (EPBD)

· 1 half-yearly WP3-meeting  combined

             with study tours.

· 1 progress report 

Nord-Trøndelag and Sør-Trøndelag cc:

· Notes to the cc

· Meetings with local and regional actors

· Report from Trøndelag Science and Development: ”Low emition region Middle-Norway? Tecnology and resource need by production of biofuel from agriculture and forest”.



	Deviation from the planned activities and outputs as well as their reasons/justifications

	The implementation of the EPBD is delayed in Finland and Sweden, therefore the activities on this are delayed until final information on the EPBD at national level is available. The activities on the implementation will continue when final information on the EPBD at national level is available. Decision on EPBD will be taken in October 2006 by the Swedish Parliament and in September 2006 by the Finnish Parliament.


	Title of WP4
	Youth, Regional Development and Democracy
	

	Strategic focus of WP4
	Strengthen the regional identity, the concept of sustainability as a common theme, and the political involvement of the youth.
	MILE-STONE

	Planned results of WP4
	Better knowledge of the Nordic Eco Belt, and thus a stronger regional identity. Polticians with better confidence. Transfer of experiences to Russia. Tools on how to involve youngsters in processes. Make students job makers, not job takers.
	4


	Planned activities and outputs
	Main activities that have taken place during the reporting period
	Outputs produced during the reporting period and related output indicators

	Arranging of a conference on environmental challenges in the Mid Nordic Region, and how to handle them. Youth organisations working with this issue and the young politicians involved in the project are target groups. Exchange of school classes. Study-tour for the young politicians
	The main activity has been planning and preparing the conference of environmental challenges. The conference will be held in early August, and will be more like a seminar for the participating youngsters. The planning has been done in cooperation with WP2, and the Rantasalmi Institute of Environmental Education. 70 young persons will participate. Information of the seminar has been published on the ProMidNord homepage.

Planning of the next arrangement – of entrepreneurship, in Trøndelag – has also started.

Several school class exchanges have taken place this Milestone, and others have been planned for next school year. Some participating schools have established very good relations, and they have made experiences that we will try to bring further to others. During their visits the pupils have done several activities together, including visits to different firms and in this way they also have contributed to entrepreneurship.

The consulter team and project group have met twice. Once at Arlanda, a one day meeting, and once in Trondheim. This meeting was planned as a study-tour with both sightseeing and information of the region. Young persons from Trøndelag orientated of their involvement in young entrepreneurship and in democratic and political activity at the county level.

The next study-tour will take place in Östersund in September.

WP4 and WP5 have had some cooperation concerning the theatre festival, and there has also been contact with WP5 concerning the Mid Nordic Eco Days. 

We have also had dialog with WP1 on how to involve the youngsters in developing of macro strategies for the Mid Nordic region.


	Reports from meetings and plans for further activity.

Poster and information of the Echo arrangement in Rantasalmi, Finland.
The school class exchange this milestone has involved 185 pupils. During the whole project 312 pupils have so far taken part in the school class exchange.

70 young persons are registrated to the environmental seminar.


	Deviation from the planned activities and outputs as well as their reasons/justifications

	The work in WP4 is a little behind schedule concerning the conferences, due to late start of the consulter team. The environmental conference will take place early in MS5. 


	Title of WP5
	Culture and cultural heritage as a means for sustainable development
	

	Strategic focus of WP5
	Presenting a broad cultural variety to strengthen the identity and convey the values of "Sustainable development in the Mid Nordic Region"
	MILE-STONE

	Planned results of WP5
	Creating an increased understanding of the cultural identity and the cultural heritage in the MNR, through cultural events supporting other actions in the project and bringing people together,
	4


	Planned activities and outputs
	Main activities that have taken place during the reporting period
	Outputs produced during the reporting period and related output indicators

	SP1: Preliminary work for the project "The Mid Nordic Eco Week”. Starting up the practical work: Marketing and information activities including seminars, concerts, the exhibition “The Mid Nordic Eco Belt”, art exhibitions and press conferences. Oslo-Stockholm. Special information activities towards central political bodies such as parliaments, governments. Special promotion activities towards national press and the public in the capitals SP2:  Theatre groups touring schools and young people’s meeting places in the respective region. SP3: Meeting place for artists - a conference on the theme how to improve the working conditions for visual arts artists in the MNR. "Design and art" - a grand exhibition in Sundsvall, Västernorrland of design products, linked to a sustainable concept and preferably to the MNR.
	SP1: 

The project has got a new title;

 Promidnord - Mid Nordic Days 2006-07. 

Lena Krånglin is engaged as project leader

The main activity in this project will be the exhibition “MORE THAN THIS- on sustainability in contemporary art” which is a part of the information tour MID NORDIC DAYS.

Rickard Borgström is appointed as a curator in the beginning of April 2006. 

The exhibition will reflect on sustainable development in general and in relation to the Mid Nordic region in particular through artistic perspectives. It will also present the goals of the working areas in the PRO MID NORD project. The exhibition will tour 2006-2007. 
A group of 5 artists was invited to a workshop on sustainable development/art. It was held at Gallery Power Station Box out side Kramfors Three groups are doing site orientated work in the Mid Nordic Region.

Three art works are rented.

One key component in the project is to manage to consider the Mid Nordic Region in the work. The artists solve this in different ways, and look into different angels of the region. But the material also works on a general level. 

The character of the material is more about reflecting on the concept of sustainable development. In almost a philosophical way.

There is also a fact- part in the exhibition. This part present, in text and pictures, the project PRO MID NORD. The intention is to create a constructive tension between the art work and the PRO MID NORD project goals. 

The aim is to offer the viewer a more engaging and reflecting meeting with the Mid Nordic Regional co- work as well as thoughts on Sustainable Development presented by the artists. 

SP 2

The project The Nordic Green Theatre was ended with Mid Nordic Theatre festival that was held 

26.05.06 – 28.05.06 in Verdal and Levanger
During the winter five theatre groups had been recruited to the project.

3 groups from Finland, 1 from Sweden and 1 from Norway. 

Only two of these were linked to a public school, the others were free groups. 

The author of the play visited the groups in Finland during January.

Some of the groups had shown their performance before the festival and some afterwards.

Participating groups:

Kulturskolen i Malvik, Sør-Trøndelag

Kulturföreningen, Botaton, Västernorrland

Korsholms ungdomsteater, Österbotten

Teaterföreningen Kurpitsa, Södra Österbotten

Kurikan Yhteiskoulo, Södra Österbotten

The participating groups went to the festival mainly by buses. One group from Finland, Kurikan Yhteiskoulo, had to go by plane

The participants were lodged at Rinnleiret in Levanger. Rinnleiret is a shut down military camp which now is mainly used as a museum and lodging for tourists.

The festival was located to the new cultural centre in Verdal, Tindved Kulturhage.

It was carried out in cooperation with the administration of Tindved Teater. This theatre is established during the last years and is the only institution educating actors outside Oslo

The program was built on the idea that everyone should get the possibility to join all performances based on the synopsis called “The Indian forest”. 

In addition to this they were all participating different workshops lead by the instructors at Tindved Teater.

To give the participants knowledge about the cultural heritage in Trøndelag they were all taking part in a sea voyage on Trondheimsfjorden by an old sailing ship, “Jekta Pauline.” 

The final part of the festival was located to Stiklestad Nasjonale Kultursenter to meet with the national and regional history including the St. Olav culture.

News, interviews, and features from the festival were published on Internet by the regional youth-information service, Unginfo-NT. The information was developed of pupils and students from the county.

The theatre festival was a co-financed project with subsidy from Nordic Culture Fund, DK 90.000 and Norwegian Culture Fund, NOK 50.000 

SP3:

1. “Design and art” – a large and broad exhibition with the theme “Graphic design in focus”! At Sundsvall’s museum started 19. Nov 2005 and ended 4 Feb. 2006. Showing ways of marketing high quality cultural events, institutions and heritages in the MNR with good graphic design also showed the cultural identity of each region. A large number of bureaus and graphic designers in MNR had sent their best works to a MN jury for assessment. One prizewinner from each country was the result: Bennet Trondheim. Susanne Ekelund at PoP Kommunikation, Sundsvall and Jussi Läppinen, Jyyäskylä. Some parts of the exhibitions were shown in Jämtland after closing in Sundsvall.

2.  A conference “Graphic design I focus” was held 2-3 February at Mid Sweden University with 4 lecturers from MNR, the university and from national level in Sweden as well as a prof. from New Zealand. The conference was a cooperation between Mid Sweden University, the Photo museum, the project Design in Västernorrland and the County Council of Västernorrland. At the evening programme at the Photo museum colleagues could meet and get together

3. Planning of the project “The Mid Nordic Eco week”, where design and art will be included, lead to a workshop for 3 days in June in Kramfors. Six artists from MNR were invited along with the curator for the exhibition, lecturers in Ecology and sustainability and the organizer Box Kraftverk, Art Centre. The tasks for the artists were to produce an idea for their participation in the Mid Nordic Eco Week exhibition “More than this – on sustainability in contemporary art.” And learn about the subject sustainability.

Leif- O


	Plan for Tour 2006-  2007:

Jyväskylä 11.-22./10.06

Mikkeli 11.- 19./11.06

Seinäjoki 03.12.06 - 07.01.07

Vaasa 13.- 28.01.071

Trondheim 10.-18.02.07

Östersund 15.- 25.03.073

Steinkjer 14.-22.04.07

Sundsvall 03.- 27.05.07

Workshop at Gallery Power Station Box, Kramfors, 5 artistsparticipating

· A program for the festival

· Festival posters 

· Banners, inside and outside the theatre building

· Pamphlets for distribution in the region

· Several articles in regional papers

www.unginfo.nt.no/wshow.aspx?p=1174

www.unginfo.nt.no/wshow.aspx?p=1175

www.unginfo.nt.no/wshow.aspx?p=1176

www.unginfo.nt.no/wshow.aspx?p=1177

The largest regional paper, Trønder-Avisa, wrote about the festival this way:

http://www.t-a.no/apps/pbcs.dll/ article?AID=/20060524/KULTUR/105240092
_________________________________

· Total number of participants: 

95

19 boys

64 girls

12 leaders

· A website www.div.se/grafiskform (in Swedish) was made with description of the exhibition, participating artists, designers, bureaus and of the conference 2-3 February

· A catalogue with an English appendix was produced

· Approx. 5000 visitors at the exhibition

· A large number of articles in local media (press and TV) and in national design magazines 

· Young students were included in organising and producing prof. works for the exhibition

· Number of participants at the conference was approx. 150 persons of which 82 were design students at the university.  The evaluation (not incl.) said it was a very prof. and interesting conference.

The event and the Mid Nordic cultural work was known at the national design board Svensk Form and the exhibition was awarded for the Prize of 2005 Year of Design in Sweden.


	Deviation from the planned activities and outputs as well as their reasons/justifications

	The Mid Nordic Days 2006-07 will have the regional capitals as primary targets, not the national capitals. The involvement of the local people at the home front is the important marketing activity.


	The political process for preparing a common strategy for the Mid Nordic co-operation is now working through the use of the Spatial Development concept being based on the strategies of the sub regions and the municipalities. A Mid- Nordic political steering group is established with the main task to formulate a new strategy for the Mid- Nordic Macroregion where URBNET and the SÖT cities will be key players. However, the result sofar indicates that the political process need further inputs and discussions in order to change the role of MNK/MNR into an strong actor in an European and BSR context. 

Many actions which a represent crucial steps towards developing networks and strategies within the concept of sustainable development in the Mid Nordic Region have been done during MS 4;  A Draft report of comparing the state of environment and progress in sustainability in the county capitals of Mid Nordic Region is presented. First meeting between the Norwegian (Sintef) and Finnish (LUT Miikkeli unit, Miktech, YTI research Centre) - light materials and composites researchers has accured. A charter of foundation and collective environmental policy for the Rantasalmi eco-industrial park was signed in a seminar arranged in March. Output indicators are 4 different websites, agenda of network, interim reports of eco-efficiency in tourism. Report of eco-industrial park (in Finnish and English). 7 EcoStart-reports + 3 Energy audit reports. and PhD-courses . Many meetings/seminars/ exhibitions with local and regional actors are organized in the field of sustainable energy development in the whole mid nordic region for instance 170 persons involved in 2 workshops and 6 information activities to specific target groups (EAA) and 1500 public visitors on 2 exhibitions on bio pellets heating (EAA) in Västernorrland and 70 young persons were registrated to the environmental seminar in Rantasalmi .
The planed exhibition ProMid Nord- Mid Nordic Days 2006-07 will reflect on sustainable development in general and in relation to the Mid Nordic region in particular through artistic perspectives. It will also present the goals of the working areas in the PRO MID NORD project. The exhibition will tour 2006-2007.
. 




	Is there anything else you would like to report (problems, highlights etc.)?

	


	Please describe the activities that have been carried out in Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland  (1st – 4th round projects with the exception of upgraded projects), and in Russia and Belarus.
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